FIRE BELOW

last night and are going to a pitch beyond
Vardar, to give their show. But they must
have been delayed by the way, for they ought
to be there by now and taking their rest/'
" And so we should/' said the voice we had
heard before, " if we hadn't been stopped for
three hours by the------police. There's some-
thing the matter with this country. Never
again. And now come on and open/*
Not to be denied, the fellow had entered the
house and stood in the little passage that led
from the kitchen to the forge.
As Ramon began to protest, I heard the ring
of a hoof and a frightened snort.
The next minute all was Bedlam.
By the mercy of God the Countess was gone
upstairs, for the kitchen was full of two horses,
and one of them cast,
I suppose, being circus horses, they were more
bold than most, for they had clearly followed
their master in.
.Since the street-door led out of the kitchen,
they had no hall to cross, and once they were
in, no doubt the door had swung to, for when I
got there it was shut, and the horse that was
still on its feet was 6ssaying the stairs.
As luck would have it, George and Bell and
I were well used to horses. But for this chance,
I do not know what would have happened,
for the kitchen was very small and the poor
beasts were mad with fright. Add to this thatl
the one that was cast at once kicked over the
table on which stood the candlesticks so that
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